
64%
of students chose to

walk through the
detector

63%
of those set it off —
jewellery was the
top cause (39%)

49%
felt positive

approaching it (32%
neutral, 19%

negative)

86%
of positive reactions
to activation were
reassurance, not
embarrassment

Inside the Live Walk-Through Trial

say entrance checks or
queues would cause them

stress

49%
worry detectors could make
some students feel judged

34%
of negative-atmosphere

views blamed psychological
stress; 26% blamed queue

& wait times

43%
The Flip Side: What Needs Care

Groups Flagged for Extra Reassurance
Ages 20–24 Nonbinary & gender-diverse students Other campuses" group

Neurodivergent students Students from area S5

9/10
students already

feel safe at college
(90.49%).

Would Metal Detectors Help?
Would you feel safer if everyone was screened?

Would they build trust with the college?

Would they have a positive impact on the
atmosphere?

Yes Maybe No

51% 35% 14%

54% 30% 16%

62% 22% 16%

METAL DETECTORS IN EDUCATION
1,004 students · 11 days · City & Hillsborough campuses · Anthony Olaseinde

Metal detectors are widely welcomed across every group surveyed — but students are clear
this can't be a stand-alone fix for knife crime.

THE BOTTOM LINE

CLEAR COMMUNICATION STAFF TRAININGEFFICIENT SCREENING ONGOING KNIFE CRIME EDUCATION

Key Findings

The project followed the knife-related death of
a 15-year-old pupil at a local school and a
growing national campaign for weapon-
detection arches — so students were finally
asked what they think, not just parents and
campaigners.

www.alwaysanalternative.org,uk
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